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                   Ecosystems in biogeographical transition zones, or ecotones, tend to be highly sensitive to climate and can provide early indications of future change. To evaluate recent climatic changes and their impacts in a boreal-temperate ecotone in eastern North America, we analyzed ice phenology records (1975–2007) for five lakes in the Adirondack Mountains of northern New York State. We observed rapidly decreasing trends of up to 21 days less ice cover, mostly due to later freeze-up and partially due to earlier break-up. To evaluate the local drivers of these lake ice changes, we modeled ice phenology based on local climate data, derived climatic predictors from the models, and evaluated trends in those predictors to determine which were responsible for observed changes in lake ice. November and Decem- ber temperature and snow depth consistently predicted ice-in, and recent trends of warming and decreasing snow during these months were consistent with later ice formation. March and April temperature and snow depth consistently predicted ice-out, but the absence of trends in snow depth during these months, despite concurrent warming, resulted in much weaker trends for ice-out. Recent rates of warming in the Adirondacks are among the highest regionally, although with a different seasonality of changes (early winter > late winter) that is consistent with other lake ice records in the surrounding area. Projected future declines in snow cover could create positive feedbacks and accelerate current rates of ice loss due to warming. Climate sensitivity was greatest for the larger lakes in our study, including Wolf Lake, considered one of the most ecologically intact ‘wilderness lakes’ in eastern North America. Our study provides further evidence of climate sensitivity of the boreal-temperate ecotone of eastern North America and points to emergent conservation challenges posed by climate change in legally protected yet vulnerable landscapes like the Adirondack Park.
                

            
            
        
                                
                Credits: Climatic Change 2012
                
                Fair Use OK

                
             
              
        

          
              
                DOWNLOAD FILE
              
              
                  —
                  PDF document,
                  1,428 kB (1,463,280 bytes)
              
          
          

        


      
           

            



        

            
        
    
                             

                             




    


    
        

        

    





                            
                        

                    

                    
                

            

            







        


        
        

        
        
    

 




        
    

   
   

 

   
 
  

   [image: WLFW logo]

    

   [image: USDA logo] 



 

   [image: EBTJV logo] 

   [image: SARP logo] 


 
   
  Learn

	About Us
	Members
	Community
	Issues
	Help




   
Browse

	Projects
	Maps and Data
	News and Events
	Resources
	Training






    Contact

[image: ]

     	Contact Us





  Navigate the Landscape Partnership
Landscape Partnership
Partners:
-Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture
-Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership
-Tennessee River Basin Network
-Working Lands for Wildlife

WLFW Target Species:
-American Black Duck
-Bog Turtle
-Eastern Hellbender
-Golden-Winged Warbler
-Northern Bobwhite Quail

Key Issues:
-Wildland Fire
-Climate Context
-Ecosystem Benefits and Risks
-Energy
-Nature and Society
-Whitewater to Bluewater

Plan & Design:
-NatureScape
-Conservation Planning Atlas
-GIS Resources
-Spatial Data and Maps

Online Training:
-Science Applications Online Learning






    

 










   
     
     Site design by fergusonlynch.com


     




Powered by Plone & Python




Powered by Plone & Python












 




[image: Working Lands for Wildlife]

[image: ]


 

 

  
BROWSE

	About WLFW
	Landscapes and Wildlife
	Landowner Information
	Learning / Tech Transfer
	News and Events
	Webinars and Videos
	Apps, Maps and Data
	Need Assistance?



   Site design by fergusonlynch.com





 
   [image: ]
  USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender. 

REGISTER | LOGIN





  








 

  CONTRIBUTORS


   
   [image: Northern Bobwhite logo] 
  [image: Quail Forever logo] 
[image: GameLab Martin logo] 






 


 [image: Bobscapes logo]

   Site design by fergusonlynch.com


 


  
  BROWSE


	About WLFW
	Landscapes and Wildlife
	Landowner Information



	Online Learning / Tech Transfer
	News and Events
	Need Assistance?







 


   [image: ]
  USDA is an equal opportunity provider,
 employer, and lender. 

REGISTER | LOGIN




  







 


CONTRIBUTORS


   
[image: Working Lands for Wildlife logo]
 
[image: Quail Forever logo]
 
[image: GameLab Martin logo]
 
[image: University of Georgia logo] 






 
 [image: Birdlocale logo]
 


 
  BROWSE

  	Background
	How to Access the Web App
	Resources


   
   Site design by fergusonlynch.com
   







   [image: ]
  USDA is an equal opportunity provider,
 employer, and lender. 

REGISTER | LOGIN





  












  Contributors


   [image: WLFW logo] 
   [image: USDA logo] 
   [image: The Longleaf Alliance] 
   [image: U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities] 
   [image: Southeast Regional Partnership for Planning and Sustainability] 
   [image: America's Longleaf Restoration Initiative]
   [image: North Carolina State]
   [image: Tall Timbers]




  [image: ]



  
  	About Us
	Prescribed Burning
	Wildfire
	Fire Mapping
	Policies





 
  	Research
	Training Resources
	Partners
	News and Events
	Workspace




 
   Site design by fergusonlynch.com













 
[image: ]


[image: Landscape Partnership]
Site design by fergusonlynch.com




BROWSE

  	Home
	Background
	Gateway Tool
	Resources






  CONTRIBUTORS

  

   [image: WLFW logo]

      [image: Forest Service logo]

[image: IUP logo]

   [image: Ferguson Lynch logo]


  




   [image: Antioch University logo]

   [image: WCSDV logo]



visualization design by scienceandvisualization.com












	Site Map
	Accessibility
	Contact
	Conditions of Membership







 

Back to Top



    

