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THEMATIC AREA:   
TERRESTRIAL: OPENLANDS  
(grasslands, meadows, balds, shale barrens)
MISSION: To maintain native habitats and native species in their current locations or support 
these as they migrate in response to land use and climate changes in the future.

  >6FLHQFH�REMHFWLYH@�,QYHQWRU\�VLJQLÀFDQW�UHJLRQDO�JUDVVODQG�RSHQ�ODQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�HYDO-
uate the condition, importance, and regional threats impacting these communities (in order). 

� �>0DQDJHPHQW�REMHFWLYH@�Develop and implement comprehensive regional strategies to conserve 
and manage natural and non-natural (e.g., restored mine lands) grassland/open land commu-
nities across landscape jurisdictions.

� >&23�&RPPHQW���7KHUH�LV�D�QHHG�WR�GHÀQH�WKH�7KHPH�EHWWHU��:KDW�LV�RSHQ�ODQG"�+RZ�RSHQ"@

A. HEADING: REGIONAL LEVEL
1.  PROGRAM: Landscape-level Disturbances & System-level Response

([DPLQHV�PDMRU�GLVWXUEDQFHV��LQFOXGHV�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�LPSDFWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHVH��UHJDUGOHVV� 
RI�HFRORJLFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��H�J���FRPPXQLW\��VSHFLHV��SRSXODWLRQ�

(Grouping)�²�)RXQGDWLRQDO�6WRFN�WDNLQJ�$VVHVVPHQW�&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�6\VWHP

 •  Project Description: 0DS�H[WHQW�RI�H[LVWLQJ�RSHQ�ODQGV��IRUHVW��ZHWODQGV��IUDJPHQWLQJ�IHDWXUHV��
DQG�GHYHORSHG�DUHDV�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ��WKHQ�GLVFULPLQDWH�EHWZHHQ�DQG�PDS�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�
managed/human altered open lands and natural/intact open lands.

�*URXSLQJ��²�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�6FLHQFH�DQG�$ELRWLF�RU�0HFKDQLFDO�$VSHFWV

�*URXSLQJ��²�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�,PSDFWV�RQ�(FRORJLFDO�)XQFWLRQ�DQG�5HVSRQVH�WR�&KDQJHV

�*URXSLQJ��²�(QHUJ\�DQG�5HODWHG�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�5RDGV

�*URXSLQJ��²�8UEDQL]DWLRQ��3RSXODWLRQ�*URZWK�DQG��'RPHVWLF�RU�,QGXVWULDO��:DWHU�'HPDQGV

�*URXSLQJ��²�$JULFXOWXUDO�([SDQVLRQ�DQG��$J�UHODWHG��:DWHU�'HPDQGV

 •  Project Description: [N] Understand impact of agricultural practices and mine land  
UHVWRUDWLRQ�RQ�JUDVVODQG�RSHQ�ODQG�ZLOGOLIH�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�GHYHORS�%03V�IRU�WKRVH�
systems).
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(Grouping) ²�(IIHFWV�RI�$LU�3ROOXWLRQ

 •  Project Description: Assess the effects of atmospheric contaminants and agricultural  
chemicals on open land habitats.

(Grouping) ²�&XPXODWLYH�,PSDFWV�

 •  Project Description: Document historic distributions, threats to the quality and quantity of 
existing open land habitats, and the relative importance (i.e. quality as habitat, ecosystem  
services functions) of natural, restored, and created open habitats for species conservation 
across the region. >&23�&RPPHQW��,W�ZDV�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�$SS/&&�GHYHORS�D�PDWUL[�RI�UHODWLYH�UDQN�
WR� EH�XVHG� WR� IRFXV� RQ�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� RSHQ� ODQG� W\SHV� IRU� FRQVHUYDWLRQ�� FRXOG� FRPELQH�ZLWK� RSHQ� 
ZHWODQGV�KDELWDWV�@

 •  Project Description: [N] Determine effects of stressors (urbanization, energy development, 
climate change) on open-lands integrity/functionality and associated species.  

 •  Project Description: Effects of resource extraction on open land habitats.

B. HEADING: HUMAN DIMENSIONS
2. PROGRAM: Social Component

(Grouping) ²�9DOXH�(FRV\VWHP�6HUYLFHV�DQG�&RQÁLFW�

(Grouping)�²�5HFUHDWLRQDO��&RPPHUFLDO��6XEVLVWHQFH�8VH

(Grouping)�²�3XEOLF�$WWLWXGHV

 •  Project Description: Document and evaluate the attitudes of various stakeholders (e.g., 
IDUPHUV��JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�� WRZDUG�RSHQ� ODQGV�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKRVH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�KXPDQ� ODQG�
XVH��IRU�H[DPSOH�DEDQGRQHG�DJULFXOWXUH��UHFODLPHG�PLQLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV���GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�WKHVH�
attitudes might affect conservation goals and identify approaches/opportunities for public 
education.

C. HEADING: SYSTEM LEVEL
3.  PROGRAM: Ecological Functions of Managed/Human-Altered Systems

�*URXSLQJ��²�)RXQGDWLRQDO�6WRFN�WDNLQJ�$VVHVVPHQW�&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�6\VWHP
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THEMATIC AREA:  TERRESTRIAL: OPENLANDS

 •  Project Description: 0DS� H[WHQW� RI� H[LVWLQJ� RSHQ� ODQGV�� IRUHVW�� ZHWODQGV�� IUDJPHQWLQJ� 
IHDWXUHV��DQG�GHYHORSHG�DUHDV�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ��WKHQ�GLVFULPLQDWH�EHWZHHQ�DQG�PDS�WKH�
extent of managed/human altered open lands and natural/intact open lands. >&23�&RPPHQW�
����$�IRXQGDWLRQDO�JHRUHIHUHQFHG�GDWDEDVH�IRU�QDWXUDO�DQG�PDQDJHG�RSHQ�ODQG�KDELWDWV�DFURVV�WKH�/&&�
LV�D�KLJK�SULRULW\�IRU�WKLV�7KHPH��DQG�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�DUHDV�RI�SRWHQWLDO�UHFRYHU\�DV�ZHOO�DV�DUHDV�ZKHUH�
UHFRYHU\�KDV�EHHQ�SUHFOXGHG�E\�XUEDQ�RU�RWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW��&23�&RPPHQW�����(PSKDVLV�VKRXOG�EH�
RQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�UHVLOLHQFH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI� WKLV� HFRW\SH�DQG�QRW� VLPSO\�RQ�UHHVWDEOLVKLQJ�KDELWDW� LQ�
KLVWRULF�DUHDV�GLVWULEXWLRQV�@

(Grouping)�²�'DPV�,QVWUHDP�%DUULHUV

(Grouping)�²�0LWLJDWLQJ�$J�DQG�)RUHVWU\�,PSDFWV

(Grouping) ²�3URWHFWLRQ�	�5HVWRUDWLRQ�$SSURDFKHV

 •  Project Description: Develop and compile data to help partners and stakeholders better 
understand techniques that can be used to restore [open land] habitats after they have been 
degraded. 

 •  Project Description: [N] Conduct community-based habitat restoration/rehabilitation and 
population response modeling.

(Grouping)�²�(IIHFWV�RI�)LUH�RQ�(FRV\VWHPV

 •  Project Description: $VVHVV�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�SUHVFULEHG�ÀUH�RQ�RSHQ�ODQG�KDELWDWV��>&23�&RPPHQW��
&RXOG�EH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�EXOOHW�DERYH�WKDW�FDOOV�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�GDWD�RQ�PDQDJH-
PHQW�WHFKQLTXHV�@

4.  PROGRAM: Ecological Functions of Natural/Intact Systems

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: (VWDEOLVK�KRZ�WKHVH�V\VWHPV�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�ZRUN��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�V\VWHPV� 
DQG� WKHLU� LQWHUUHODWHGQHVV�LQWHUGHSHQGHQF\�� >&23�&RPPHQW��&ULWLFDO�3URJUDP�²�DV�ZH�KDYH�ZRUNHG�RQ� VRPH�
SURMHFWV� ZLWK� *ROGHQ�ZLQJHG�:DUEOHU� DQG� EDOG� HDJOHV� IRU� H[DPSOH�� 7KH� LQWHUSOD\� RI� WKH� FRQWHQW�� HOHYDWLRQ�� 
ODQGVFDSH�H[WHQW��VL]H�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�FDQ�UHDOO\�FRQIRXQG�HIIRUWV�IRU�UHVWRUDWLRQ��FRQWURO�RI�LQYDVLYHV�@

�*URXSLQJ��²�)RXQGDWLRQDO�6WRFN�WDNLQJ�$VVHVVPHQW�&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�6\VWHP

 •  Project Description: 8SGDWH� DQG� UHÀQH� WKH� UHJLRQDO� FODVVLÀFDWLRQ� IRU� QDWXUDO� RSHQ� ODQGV��
bringing together quantitative data (plots) on community structure and composition and 
H[SHUWV�IURP�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ�WR�SHUIRUP�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�KROG�ZRUNVKRSV�WR�YDOLGDWH��
UHYLVH��DQG�ÀOO�JDSV�LQ�WKH�8��6��1DWLRQDO�9HJHWDWLRQ�&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ��8619&���>&23�&RPPHQW��
&RXOG�EH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�VLPLODU�DVVHVVPHQWV�IRU�IRUHVWV�DQG�ZHWODQGV�@



38  |  APPALACHIAN LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION COOPERATIVE

 •  Project Description: 0DS� H[WHQW� RI� H[LVWLQJ� RSHQ� ODQGV�� IRUHVW�� ZHWODQGV�� IUDJPHQWLQJ� 
IHDWXUHV��DQG�GHYHORSHG�DUHDV�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ��WKHQ�GLVFULPLQDWH�EHWZHHQ�DQG�PDS�WKH�
extent of managed/human altered open lands and natural/intact open lands.

 •  Project Description: Develop and compile data to help partners and stakeholders better 
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�W\SHV�RI�RSHQ�ODQG�KDELWDWV�WKDW�RFFXU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�/&&��DQG�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�
and condition of those habitats. >&23�&RPPHQW� ����$Q� LPSRUWDQW� ÀUVW� VWHS� LV� VWDQGDUGL]LQJ� 
WHUPLQRORJ\��&23�&RPPHQW�����0\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�WDVN�LV�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�LQYHQWRU\�RI�WKH�
FXUUHQW�H[WHQW�DQG�W\SHV�RI�RSHQODQGV�LQ�WKH�/&&�ODQGVFDSH��QRW�D�EHWWHU�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�VFKHPH�@

 •  Project Description: [N] Understand historical vegetation distributions and disturbance 
UHJLPHV� LQ� WKH� ODQGVFDSH� DQG� WKH� H[WHQW� WR�ZKLFK� WKH\� FDQ� EH� DGYDQWDJHRXVO\� UHSOLFDWHG�
given existing conditions. >&23�&RPPHQW��7KLV�SURMHFW�DQG�SUHYLRXV�RQH�FRXOG�EH�MRLQHG��KLJKHVW�
SULRULW\�VKRXOG�EH�SODFHG�RQ�VFUXE�EDUUHQV��EDOGV��DQG�QDWLYH�JUDVVODQGV�@

�*URXSLQJ��²�5HODWLRQVKLS�(FRORJLFDO�)ORZV�DQG�1XWULHQW�'\QDPLFV

 •  Project Description: Assess the effects of nutrients on open land habitats.

 •  Project Description: [N] Understand the dynamics and extent of potential carbon seques-
tration for grassland/open land systems.

(Grouping)�²�(FRV\VWHP�,QWHJULW\�5HVLOLHQF\

D. HEADING: COMMUNITY LEVEL
5. PROGRAM: Community Level (Description and Function or Basic Community Ecology)

�*URXSLQJ��²�%DVLF�(FRORJ\�(FRORJLFDO�5HODWLRQVKLSV

 •  Project Description: [N] Determine carrying capacity of open land habitats for birds.  
>&23�&RPPHQWV��7KLV�ZRUN�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�E\�WKH�ELUG�-9V�@

 •  Project Description: Conduct studies that improve understanding of community  
distributions across the region, their habitat relationships, and migration corridors.

 •  Project Description: 8QGHUVWDQG� KDELWDW� VHOHFWLRQ� RI� FRPPXQLWLHV� ZLWKLQ� D� VKLIWLQJ� 
PRVDLF�RI�RSHQ�ODQGV�ZLWK�VSDWLDO�DQG�WHPSRUDO�YDULDWLRQV�LQ�DYDLODELOLW\�
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THEMATIC AREA:  TERRESTRIAL: OPENLANDS

E. HEADING: SPECIES/POPULATION LEVEL
6. PROGRAM: Basic Biological Understanding (Species-level)

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: :RUN�ZLWK�SDUWQHUV�DQG�VWDNHKROGHUV�WR�GHYHORS�DQG�FRPSLOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
VSHFLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�/&&��WKHLU�KDELWDW�UHTXLUHPHQWV��DQG�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�VSHFLHV�DQG�KDELWDWV�
to facilitate the regional management of those resources.

(Grouping)�²�%DVLF�%LRORJLFDO�,QIRUPDWLRQ�

(Grouping) ²�$W�5LVN�6SHFLHV�3RSXODWLRQV�	�(QGHPLFV�

 •  Project Description: Develop and compile information about the LCC’s terrestrial endemic 
VSHFLHV��ZRUN�ZLWK� SDUWQHUV� WR� EHWWHU� HVWLPDWH� WKHLU� FXUUHQW� GHJUHH� RI� LPSHULOPHQW�� DQG� 
FRRUGLQDWH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�UHJLRQDO�PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�FRQVHUYH�WKHVH� 
species in the face of changing land-use and climatic conditions.

 •  Project Description: [N] Assess vulnerability of priority conservation areas to stressors  
(e.g., climate change).

(Grouping) ²�&RQWDPLQDQWV�3ROOXWDQWV�(IIHFWV�RQ�6SHFLHV�3RSXODWLRQV�

(Grouping)�²�,QYDVLYH�2UJDQLVPV�(IIHFW�RQ�6SHFLHV�DQG�3RSXODWLRQV�

 •  Project Description: Determine community impacts from invasive species (Note: Coordinate 
ZLWK�$TXDWLF�1XLVDQFH�3DQHOV���DQG�PRVW�HIÀFLHQW�ZD\V�WR�FRPEDW�WKLV�WKUHDW�

 •  Project Description: Determine nutritional and energetic impacts of invasive plant species 
for migratory birds in open land stopover habitats.

�*URXSLQJ��²�(IIHFWV�RI�'LVHDVH��RQ�D�6SHFLHV�RU�7D[RQRPLF�*URXS��

F. HEADING:  “HOW THE LCC SHOULD DO BUSINESS” 
•  Develop BMPs for grassland/open-land community restoration and creation - need to develop 
%03V� IRU� VFUXE� EDUUHQV�� PHDGRZV�� DQG� QDWLYH� JUDVVODQGV� DQG� SODQ� IRU� SHUVLVWHQFH� DIWHU� LQLWLDO� 
PDQDJHPHQW� �� GLVWXUEDQFH��1HHG� WR� V\QWKHVL]H�ZRUN� GRQH� WR� GDWH� ÀUVW�� DQG� JDLQ� FRQVHQVXV� RQ� 
habitat labels/nomenclature.  

���)RU�DOPRVW�DOO�RI� WKH�´GHYHORS�DQG�FRPSLOHµ� W\SHV�RI�SURMHFWV�� ,�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU� WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�
listed as projects. To me, they all seem more like a data gathering exercise than a formal project - more 
appropriate for Working Group or similar ad-hoc committee of LCC partners?


